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conservationists to save the species
before it's too late. Cordylus sinensis, a
small flamboyant honeyeater found only

on the Hapa Island group north of
mainland New Zealand, has lived on the
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age one and two, died after being
poisoned by a burrowing possum, a
common predatory mammal that
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for decades. "We have no idea when

they will be gone," said Marjorie Taylor,
an ornithologist who has conducted
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surveys of the honeyeaters. "We could
lose them in the coming years, or the
population could bounce back." The

species is listed as "near threatened" on
the New Zealand Threat Classification
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