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The Dandy Warhols have been around since the mid
90s, and theyve survived and thrived in the bizarro
world of alt-country. On their fourth studio album,
Bag of Hammers, the band continue to explore the
idiosyncratic landscapes of their genre with songs
like The Train and Jealousy. The latter paints a vivid
picture of unrequited love in a rich vernacular. Its
refrain, I laughed then I cried, is a stark description
of the hows and whens of heartbreak. "I could be a
poet or I could be a jealous psycho," Sean Lennon
sings. "But I'd rather write like a woman." But when
it comes time for the songs to speak again, theres
no one better than the band at keeping things
simple: Even a song with a country twang like Open
Up has a punky punk energy that no amount of
hooks could mask. Haims unstoppable charisma is
also a big part of the reason that the act still works.
Its frontman, Danielle Haim, not only lights up the
stage but also carries the weight of the songwriting
in her plain, earnest voice. But theres also a lot of
fun to be had with Haims performance: She totally
owns her all-time-high notes and seems to be
having just as much fun with it. 'curious what
happens if you grow breasts,' she sings, parading
around in her C+C Music Factory studded bra. Criag
Gibson On THE XX, James Blake gave the dubstep
world what it needed: a cerebral, euphoric dance
record. There was more of a focus on melody than
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blaring, infectious bass than anthems, and while
other artists were setting off fireworks, James Blake
spread the love with restrained, artful synth lines
and distant vocals that seemed to embody the 21st
century. It was difficult to be in a club in the
summer of 2014, without at least a few listeners of
The XX spinning their way across the dance floor.
Their influence can be found today in a number of
artists from dubstep to late-period Radiohead
experimental act Karin Nyugen . And their impact
continues to echo on. Eric Torres

Adele Fire To The Rain Acapella Zippy

Yes, Diamanda Galas has always been a conceptual
artist; and only a few months before Human Frailty,

she released Things Will Break, which details the
trials and tribulations of a seemingly simple act:

answering the doorbell. It might be a
straightforward concept, but its twists and turns are
nothing short of dizzying. One moment, the rustle of
a palm leaves a recording of a conversation in one

of the apartments while un-muted light rain hits the
window. When she showed up onstage in a bustier,

with bare shoulders, during her finale to the
Glastonbury Festival, in 2017, it seemed like

everything finally came to a head for Adele. She had
spent seven years dinging on the doors of the major
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labels, but left to find herself on her own. She had
never played the world music stage in Australia, but

she was inviting women to do the same thing for
her. She had a new husband (English journalist

Simon Konecki). And she had a new album. 25 had
failed both in terms of sales and critical response. It
was all the more remarkable that she was so central
to Glasto 2017: part of the line-up with Stormzy and
Rudimental. Its the only festival she has headlined.
As a much-needed public service, she blew the roof
off the tent (although she really needed a tent). The
album is an incredible mix of camp, wit, truth-telling

and vulnerability. She takes the cake with her
Rihannas Game, the most successful collaboration
of all time. And there is a song for every phase of

her life on the album. There is a song for every girl
or woman who has ever done things for this. And

who has ever been afraid to. They are hissing songs
for themselves, for each other, for men, for women.
They are hissing songs for each other, for the next

generation. They are hissing songs for men because
some men just need to be taught a lesson. Its one of
the best albums of the decade, by a woman at the
top of her game. It was perfect. By the time Adele

walked off stage at the end of the night, the world -
and particularly the world of women - had been

awoken. Hallelujah. Hallelujah for Adele. Hallelujah
for Glasto. Hallelujah for it all. Cherie Carter
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